

	What has your child been learning this year?

	Religious Education

	The units this year have reflected the liturgical calendar. By creating sources maps the children have been able to explore how scripture, hymns, sacraments, mass, prayers and images can all help us to explain our understanding of how Christian belief shapes life. Using scripture as a focal point, we have discussed how our decisions are influenced by the Bible and compared ideas with one another. We have shown wonder about the influence of Gospel values on Christian lives. Through written tasks, role play and art, we have shared thoughts and demonstrated our knowledge. Across the year, we have taken an active part in school masses, liturgies and acts of meditation. Pupils have been given the opportunity to plan and lead these acts of worship.   To foster respect to all people, we have explored religions such as Judaism, allowing the children an insight into other’s beliefs and opportunities to discuss the similarities and differences we share.


	English

	Throughout the year, we have used a variety of stimuli including novels, short texts, poems, experiences and music videos to promote writing in a variety of genres.  From narrative work to non-chronological reports, persuasive writing, diary entries and biographies, the children have learnt exemplars using the Talk for Writing technique to imitate, innovate and then independently apply the language and features of each text type.  Grammar has been discretely taught with children learning key vocabulary for types of sentences, parts of sentences, word classes and punctuation.  This knowledge has then been applied to improve their sentence structure and vocabulary. Children have had weekly spelling sessions and tests. Children have had a guided reading session each week, as well as sessions focusing on comprehension, inference and vocabulary building, which all combine to improve children’s understanding of what they are reading.


	Maths

	We have concentrated on two strands of maths – arithmetic and reasoning.  In arithmetic, we looked at efficient written methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers, decimals and fractions. In reasoning, we looked at how to apply our knowledge of how numbers work to real life contexts.  We investigated both 2D and 3D shapes, identifying their properties, looking at different types of angles, parallel and perpendicular lines and lines of symmetry.  We completed calculations involving metric measures, money and time in a variety of contexts.  In addition, we investigated the relationship between decimals, fractions and percentages and identified those which are equivalent.  In statistics, we looked at how to construct a line graph and bar chart and analysed each one, interpreting the information they contained.  We have tried to deepen our understanding through making conjectures and convincing others, doing this through use of mathematical vocabulary, pictorial representations, oral explanations and by using examples which explain ideas.  We continued to focus on mental maths and times tables.


	Science

	In the autumn, we focused on how humans grow from birth to old age and also looked at the gestation periods and life spans of different animals. Next, we learnt about Earth and space through investigations which used drama, models and online research. We investigated materials and their properties. We studied soluble and insoluble substances and the processes of melting, boiling, evaporation and dissolving.  We separated mixtures using a variety of techniques and looked at thermal insulators.  In the summer term, the children learnt about forces including air and water resistance, gravity and friction, using various experiments to test their theories. Children made predictions before carrying out tests and were encouraged to consider how repetition improves accuracy in results.  Finally, we studied the differences in life cycle of amphibians, mammals, birds and insects before considering how certain plants and animals reproduce.

	Computing

	We began by focusing on staying safe whilst using the internet and other technologies.  Children investigated the dangers that the internet poses before discussing why they should protect their personal information. Then, we looked at how computer networks perform tasks.  The children then designed their own simple computer games using a program called “Scratch”, learnt how to use 3D drawing and modelling software to design a building and finally began to learn how to control an object using a computer program.  

	Theme (History, Geography, Design and Technology, Music and Art)

	In History, we investigated the Anglo-Saxon era and how it has impacted upon our lives today.  We created a timeline of key events from the period and studied daily life, houses and food.  After half-term, our focus switched to Geography when we asked - Where do people in my school come from?  We used maps, both paper and digital, to locate different places around the world and were amazed to discover how many nationalities we had within our classes!  We then used our map-reading skills to find out more about North America.  We looked at both its physical and human geography by comparing different regions and locating the key cities and landmarks.  Our next topic was Ancient Greeks.  We investigated their daily life, their Gods, architecture and famous individuals before comparing two of its great cities – Athens and Sparta.  Our final geography topic was all about earthquakes and mountains.  We developed an understanding of how and where earthquakes occur and the consequences of them. We also looked at ways in which mountains are formed and located the highest ones in the world using an atlas.  We then undertook a D & T topic entitled: Can you make a toy?  We used a variety of materials to design and make a toy involving the use of forces.  Throughout the year, we have also analysed the work of key architects, designers and artists including John Singer Sargent, India Flint, Christopher Wren and Gehry.  Throughout the year, we have practised and enhanced our sketching and painting skill and sculpted clay dragons too. As well as performing at the Christmas Carol Concert, we have looked at different aspects of music including rhythm, pulse, and pitch.  In cookery, we used a range of culinary skills, including cutting and heating to create a savoury meal.

	Physical Education

	All of the children have improved their swimming skills this year, working on the three main strokes, as well as water safety and skills. They have improved their dribbling, passing and shooting skills in football, netball and hockey whilst also looking at tactics of game playing.  They have practised athletics skills looking at effective running styles and starting positions before undertaking sprint relay races. Jumping and throwing techniques have been developed. In addition over the year, children have created and performed a range of movement and balance sequences in gymnastics. They have played badminton, first developing skills in order to play competitive games and have also practised bowling and batting in order to play rounders and cricket. High intensity fitness sessions have also been a feature of all units.

	Foreign Languages (French)

	We began our work in French by practising the French alphabet through song, developing accuracy in pronunciation and intonation. We revised and extended our knowledge of French vocabulary, through the use of speaking, listening and writing. The French way of life and France itself, have also been discussed. 





	
How much effort has your child put into their learning?

	Subject
	Room for improvement
	Satisfactory
	Good
	Excellent

	Religious Education
	
	
	
	

	English
	
	
	
	

	Maths
	
	
	
	

	Science
	
	
	
	

	Computing
	
	
	
	

	Theme
(History/Geography)
	
	
	
	

	Physical Education
	
	
	
	

	Foreign Languages
	
	
	
	

	Art/Design and Technology
	
	
	
	

	Music
	
	
	
	

	
Is your child working at the expected standard for their age?

	Subject
	Working below the expected
standard
	Working towards the  expected standard
	Working at the expected standard
	Working at greater depth within the expected standard

	Religious Education
	
	
	
	

	English – Reading
	
	
	
	

	English - Writing
	
	
	
	

	Maths
	
	
	
	

	Science
	
	
	
	

	Computing
	
	
	
	

	Theme
(History/Geography)
	
	
	
	

	Physical Education
	
	
	
	

	Foreign Languages
	
	
	
	

	Art/Design and Technology
	
	
	
	

	Music
	
	
	
	



	How can my child improve further?

	Targets

	

	
Reading
	· To make comparisons within and across texts, commenting on similarities and differences


	
Writing
	· To use an even wider range of adverbials, conjunctions and sentence structures 
· To independently use a wider range of tenses

	
Maths
	· To develop speed and accuracy with mental arithmetic, in particular with times tables and to develop accuracy and speed with multiplication and division of up to 4 digit numbers using formal written methods


	

	Personal and Social Development

	X is a polite and mature pupil. She is self-motivated and independent and shows a lovely, calm confidence when working in a wide range of situations and with all members of the class. X has high standards for her written work and shows real creative flair in this aspect of her learning. It has very often been a real joy to mark her work!  There are times however, when she does need a little prompt to focus her thinking on the task, in order to make the most of the time available. X’s behaviour is very good and her work is completed and presented carefully. X is friendly and cheerful, reliable and enthusiastic – indeed she is a fantastic pupil to have in the classroom. She contributes to discussions carefully and listens respectfully to her peers. It has been a lovely to see X gain confidence in maths and she has challenged herself quite strongly at times. In this subject, X always works through consolidation tasks with determination and interest and is beginning to ask for clarification when uncertain. Well done X, I am sure that your positive approach will continue as you journey into Year Z.

	Teacher’s  Signature
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