ITP 2 Guidance – Noticing Learning

Dear Colleagues,
Thank you for your continued support of our PGCE student teachers.

Next week our student teachers will start their placement with you on Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th. As part of the first days in the school they will undertake ITP2: Noticing Learning, an Intensive Training and Practice (ITP). The focus of this ITP is helping student teachers develop their ability to notice evidence of learning in classrooms, interpret what they observe using educational theory, and consider how teaching might respond to pupils' needs.

The ITP is designed to complement your normal induction and observation arrangements and should not create significant additional workload. Student teachers will be briefed at the university and will understand the purpose and expectations of the activities. We have attached the full guide but the main points for you are summarised below. 

What we would like schools to support
During the first two days in your school in-school please provide opportunities for student teachers to:

Observe the start of a lesson
Focusing on pupil readiness, routines and early learning behaviours. 

Observe a 15-20 minute learning episode
Students will focus on a small number of pupils and record what they see and hear.
The emphasis is on observation rather than evaluation of teaching. 

Explore the wider learning environment
Including classrooms, corridors, library/learning spaces, reception and social spaces.
Students will consider how these environments support learning.

Your role
We are not asking mentors to complete any additional forms for this ITP. Your role is simply to:
Help student teachers access suitable classrooms and learning environments.
Support them in observing lessons and learning.
This is to be done in addition to the normal induction in which student teachers should receive information about: Safeguarding procedures, Fire and evacuation arrangements, Staff facilities and workspaces. In addition to Professional conduct and confidentiality expectations and absence reporting procedures.

Thank you again for your support in developing the next generation of teachers. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the PGCE team.

Kind regards, Dr Jake Halford and Kerry Onyejekwe @ Headsec@leicester.ac.uk

